128                           CAP.
to the saint, the more ready he will be to hear their prayers, and offer them to GOD. During this ceremony the Pope and all the cardinals are dressed in white. It, costs the prince, who requests the canonization, a great sum of money, as all the officers belonging to the church of Rome must have their fees; but this is considered only a trifle, when it is expected that the saint will intercede in heaven for his subjects, who, indeed, poor as they are, generally pay all the expenses attending the ceremony. Canonization of saints was not known to the Christian Church till towards the middle of the tenth century. So far as we are able to form an opinion, the Christians in that age borrowed this custom from the heathens; for it was usual with both the Greeks and Romans, to deify all those heroes and great men who had rendered themselves remarkable. It is not allowed to enter into enquiries prior to canonization, till at least fifty years after the death of the person to be canonized. This regulation, however, though now observed, has not been followed above a century. It has been properly objected against canonization, that it is performed by human beings, who assume a power of rendering something an object of divine worship, which, while in this life, was no more than mortal: and that it is a direct violation of the SAVIOUR'S command, Judge not; and since it is contrary to Scripture and antiquity, it is in anywise to be rejected.
CANTICLES. This literally signifies songs, but is peculiarly applied to a canonical book of the Old Testament, called in Hebrew the Song of Songs, that is, the most excellent of all Songs.
CAPO CHINS. A religious institution of the order of St. Francis. They owe their origin to Matthew de Bassi, a Franciscan of the duchy of Urbino. Having seen St. Francis represented with a sharp-pointed capuchin, or cowl, he began to wear one like it, in 1525, by the permission of Pope Clement VII. His example was followed hy two other religious, called Lewis and Raphael de Fossembrun; and, in 1528, the Pope confirmed to them the privilege of wearing the square capuchin, and admitted among them all who would take the habit. The vows of this order implied the greatest contempt of the world, and the most austere gravity ; and its reputation